
California Code of Regulations, Title 25, Chapter 2, Article 9 
 
§ 1444. Cabana Permitted. 
  
A cabana may be constructed, occupied, and maintained on a lot only as an accessory structure to a 
unit located on the same lot. A cabana shall not be erected, constructed, occupied or maintained on a 
lot as an accessory structure to a motor home, tent trailer, or slide-in or truck-mounted camper.  
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code.  
 

§ 1446. Cabana-Design and Construction.  
 
A cabana shall be designed and constructed as a freestanding structure. A cabana shall not be 
attached to a unit. However to provide a weather seal, flashing or sealing materials may be affixed 
between the cabana and the unit. The design and construction of cabanas shall follow the requirements 
contained in the California Residential Code, except as otherwise provided in this article.  
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code. 
 

§ 1448. Cabana-Dimensions.  
 
(a)  A cabana shall have a minimum ceiling height of seven feet from the finished floor to the finished 

ceiling, or, if there is no finished ceiling, to the bottom of the roof supports, except:  
(1)  a cabana must maintain a minimum ceiling height equal to the ceiling height of the unit for at 

least fifty (50) percent of the cabana;  
(2)  if the ceiling or roof is sloped, the minimum ceiling height is required for not less than one-half 

(1/2) of the sloping ceiling area. No portion of any room having a ceiling height of less than five 
(5) feet shall be considered as contributing to the minimum area required by this section.  

(b)  Cabana habitable room dimension requirements:  
(1)  A habitable room created by the construction of a cabana shall not be less than seven (7) feet 

in any horizontal dimension, and  
(2)  shall have a superficial floor area of not less than seventy (70) square feet, excluding a private 

toilet and bath compartment or storage area.  
(3)  For purposes of this subsection, horizontal dimension requirements for rooms created by the 

construction of a cabana may include existing space within the unit.  
 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 18552 and 18630, Health and 
Safety Code.  
 

§ 1450. Cabana- Support System.  
 
(a)  Cabanas may be installed using a support system in lieu of continuous footings. Girders shall be 

designed and constructed to evenly distribute the loads carried to the footings.  
(b)  Support systems shall comply with the applicable requirements of section 1334.  
(c)  When a support system is used in lieu of a foundation system, the cabana shall comply with the 

tiedown requirements for manufactured homes as specified in sections 1336.1 through 1336.3.  
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code.  
 
 



§ 1452. Cabana-Floors.  
 
Where a concrete floor on grade is used, it shall have a thickness of not less than three-and-one-half (3 
½) inches. The surface of a concrete floor shall not be less than two-and-one-half (2 ½) inches above 
the adjacent grade. Wood sills shall not be less than six (6) inches from adjacent earth. A wood floor 
may be laid directly on a waterproofed concrete slab. 
  
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code.  
 

§ 1458. Cabana-Light and Ventilation.  
 
(a)  Each habitable room shall have an aggregate glazed window area of not less than eight (8) percent 

of the gross floor area for natural lighting with a minimum of fifty (50) percent of that glazed area 
able to be opened for ventilation. When the cabana encloses windows of the manufactured home 
or mobilehome, park trailer, or travel trailer required for light and ventilation, the window area of the 
cabana shall be not less than the total area of windows enclosed by the cabana.  

(b)  A bathroom, toilet room, or service room shall have an aggregate window area of not less than 
three (3) square feet, except where an approved mechanical ventilation system is provided. When 
a service or storage room does not enclose or obstruct a window of the manufactured home or 
mobilehome, park trailer, or travel trailer, no additional window area is required.  

(c)  Where ventilation of a room is by natural means, openings such as windows, skylights, grilles or 
gravity vents shall have a minimum net free cross sectional area opening to the outer air equal to 
five (5) percent of gross floor area. 

(d)  Required windows of a cabana shall open to an open space, either directly or through a porch or 
awning having a minimum clear height of not less than six (6) feet two (2) inches. Such porch or 
awning shall be at least fifty (50) percent open on the side opposite the windows.  

(e)  For bathrooms, toilet rooms or service rooms, where the net free cross-sectional area of available 
natural ventilation is less than five (5) percent of the gross floor area, an approved system of 
mechanical ventilation and artificial light may be used in lieu of required natural light and 
ventilation.  

(f)  Where mechanical ventilation is installed, it shall be capable of producing two (2) air changes per 
hour with not less than one-fifth (1/5) of the air supply taken from outside the cabana, except that in 
bathrooms, toilet rooms or service rooms, the mechanical ventilation system, connected directly to 
the outside, shall be capable of providing five (5) air changes per hour.  

 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code.  
 

§ 1460. Cabana-Electrical Installations.  
 
(a)  The requirements for electrical installations in cabanas shall comply with the California Electrical 

Code.  
(b)  Each cabana shall be provided with not less than one branch circuit complying with section 1436 of 

this chapter.  
(c)  When electrical heating equipment or other fixed appliances are installed in a cabana, the cabana 

shall be provided with not less than two branch circuits.  
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 18552 and 18670, Health and 
Safety Code.  
 
 



§ 1462. Cabana-Cooking and Fuel Burning Equipment Facilities.  
 
(a)  Cooking appliances or facilities shall not be installed or used in a cabana.  
(b)  When a fuel burning water heater is enclosed in a cabana, the water heater shall comply with the 

requirements for installation in bedrooms and bathrooms contained in Chapter 5 of Title 24, Part 5, 
the California Plumbing Code and the requirements for seismic bracing.  

(c)  When a fuel burning furnace is enclosed in a cabana, the furnace shall comply with the 
requirement for the installation in bedrooms and bathrooms contained in Chapter 9 of Title 24, Part 
6, the California Mechanical Code.  

 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 18552 and 18610, Health and 
Safety Code.  
 

§ 1464. Cabana-Energy Standards.  
 
The energy requirements for cabanas shall comply with the following:  
 
(a)  Cabanas with a total floor area less than 250 square feet shall be provided with the following 

minimum thermal resistance (R) rated insulation.  
(1)  Roof/ceiling – R-19.  
(2)  Walls and raised floors – R-13.  
(3)  All window areas must be dual-glazed.  

(b)  For cabanas with a total floor area of 250 to 500 square feet, the applicable minimum requirements 
in the "Mandatory Measures Checklist: Residential, MF-1R" dated August 2001, which is 
incorporated by reference as set forth in the "Residential Manual for Compliance with California’s 
2001 Energy Efficiency Standards", to the extent applicable to construction materials, appliances or 
fixtures within the cabana. Exception: "Cool Roof" material shall not be required for cabana 
construction.  

(c)  For cabanas with a total floor area of more than 500 square feet, the minimum requirements in the 
California Energy Code as applicable to residential dwellings for the zone in which the cabana will 
be located, to the extent applicable to construction materials, appliances, or fixtures within the 
cabana. Exception: "Cool Roof" material shall not be required for cabana construction. 

(d)  The enforcement agency may develop and use or provide as informational guidelines energy 
standard charts implementing or specifying the California Energy Code requirements which are 
otherwise used for construction within the jurisdiction of the enforcement agency.  

(e)  Plans for cabana construction must indicate the method for providing active or passive space-
heating capable of providing an average indoor temperature of sixty-eight (68) degrees.  

 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 18300, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 18552, Health and Safety Code. 


